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Costock Parish Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday January 29, 2008 in the Village Hall 

 

Present: 

 Couns. Mrs Kath Owen (in the chair) 

 Mike Albon Tony Starmer  

 Mrs Penny Armstrong (A)   Everard Robinson  

 Peter Houghton  Mrs Delia Pickerill 

   

The Clerk Mike Elliott was also in attendance. 

 

1. Apologies There were none. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest There were none.  

 

3. Minutes of previous meeting held on December 19, 2007 were accepted as presented and signed by the chairman. 

 

4. Clerk’s report There was nothing to report. 

 

5. Web-site 

The chairman welcomed the proprietors of Vista360 Web Solutions Ltd, Nigel Dolman and Robert Lippitt, to the 

meeting to discuss the progress on the council website. Members were shown a dummy front page of what could be produced 

and were impressed at the suggested layout.    

The chairman provided some information that was to be used in the contents of the site and Mr Dolman said they 

would be happy to have contacts of village organisations so these could be contacted and their information displayed on the 

site. They were happy to input whatever was given to them.  

Couns. Mrs Owen and Everard Robinson agreed to be the contact point for the site developers, at least for the initial 

period when it was being set up. The name for the site would be ‘costockvillage.com’.  

  

6. Correspondence  

Nottinghamshire County Council responded to the parish council letter in regard to signs at village crossroads and 

said they were to make contact with the licensee of the Red Lion public house to ask for a sign chained to a lamp column to be 

removed. 

Rushcliffe Borough Council advised that they were to issue a Planning Contravention Notice on the licensee for the 

siting of residential caravans at the premises without the necessary permission. 

The clerk was to advise Rushcliffe Borough Council the only burial facility in the parish was owned by the parish 

church. The Borough Council needed the information to assist in the compilation of emergency plans to cover foreseeable 

events. The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2007 resulted in a total of £317.51 being raised in Costock. 

 

 7. Bars Hill Land 

The clerk said he had still not heard anything from Charles Church. Coun. Robinson said he had attempted to make 

contact without success. It was agreed to leave the matter on the table for the time being. The question of the condition of the 

site was discussed and Coun. Robinson said he would contact Defra over it. 

 

8. ECO Housing 

Concerns were being expressed over  the possibility of a large scale Eco housing development planned for land in the 

Kingston on Soar area. It would not affect Costock, it was assumed, other than from a traffic point of view, but if the scheme 

for over 6000 houses did get the go ahead it would create a town as big as Melton Mowbray. The Government were 

supporting the development of ten Eco developments and were currently looking at 54 that have been submitted to them.  

Once the Government have chosen the ten they prefer from the list, there would be detailed plans etc. drawn up and obviously 

a consultation period. 

Members were told there was an active protest group established, being led by Dr Amar Alwitry of Oaks Farm, 

Kingston on Soar.  

 

9. Planning Matters 

Planning Applications 

07/02586/AGRIC   Robert Morris; Form access drive; Six Acres Nurseries, Loughborough Road.  No Objection 

 

Rushcliffe Borough Council Decisions  

07/01862/FUL   Mr Tate-Bone; First floor and two-storey extension to cottage, construct two-storey dwelling in rear 

garden (resubmission); 53 Main Street. Grant Permission  
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07/02161/FUL   Dr Gordon; Form pitched roof over existing double garage; 25 Main Street. Grant Permission  

07/02278/FUL   Mr and Mrs Starmer; First floor rear extension, single storey rear extension to garage; 8 Manor 

Close. Grant Permission  

 

10. Village Hall   

Coun. Albon reported the funds of the Hall Committee were currently satisfactory. He said he had been in touch with 

Sherbourne Sound at Radcliffe-on-Trent and had renegotiated the quotation for provision of a sound and loop system for the 

Hall to a new figure of £2,278. The clerk was asked to write to confirm the order. 

The council approved the scheme being given the go ahead and agreed to meet the shortfall of £278 in the funding 

for it. 

Coun. Albon reported they had purchased three new tables for the hall. 

 

11. Playing Field 

Strong concerns were voiced by members over the continuing problem of the condition of the surface at the play 

area.  The clerk was asked to instruct Wicksteed Playscapes to send a representative for an on-site meeting. 

Members were informed that the fencing on part of the school field had collapsed and was in need of replacement.  

Prices were to be obtained for the work. The clerk would contact Mr Shelton of Bunny and Coun. Mrs Pickerill would also 

attempt to find a contractor. 

 

12. Finance 

The council authorised payment of accounts as per the schedule presented.  

 

Total expenditure for meeting     £423.24 £0.00 £423.24 

Total expenditure to date in the current financial year   £5,354.12 £302.29 £5,656.41 

 

Budget/Precept 2008/2009: Members discussed a financial report presented by the clerk and agreed to precept for 

the same amount as in the current year, £16,000. It was agreed there was a likelihood of expenditure being needed on a new 

safety floor surfacing at the children’s play area. 

 

Clerk’s salary: Members discussed the matter and agreed to implement changes to bring the clerk in line with the 

current salary structure agreed by the National Association of Local Councils and the Society of Local Council Clerks. The 

chairman and the Clerk were asked to finalise the actual figures. 

 

13. Questions to the Council 

Coun. Peter Houghton raised the matter of serious traffic congestion in a morning on the A60 road between the 

Bunny village and Ruddington and said the problem was caused by the traffic island at the entrance to the Ruddington 

business site. It was agreed the clerk write to the Notts County Council Highways Department to point out the problems and to 

ask for some remedial action from them. 

 

14. Date for Next Meeting   

The date of the next meeting was agreed for February 20, 2008.  

 

15. Agenda Items for Next meeting 

It was agreed the matter of the Web-site be raised on the next agenda. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.45pm. 
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